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Greetings from the Florida Sea Base!!!

It’s a busy time at your Florida Sea Base and that’s the way we like it! There are Scouts and leaders
coming in each afternoon and leaving every morning. The most common comment we hear as a unit’s
adventure ends is “do we have to go home?” That’s the result that fuels all of our efforts. We are proud
to be able to provide to our Scouts “ocean adventures that make a lifetime difference”.

The BSA Adventure is Hard at Work!

Our newest dive boat, the BSA Adventure has been hard at work since arriving at the Sea Base dock on April 30.
Delivered by 4 Sea Base team members, Capt. Carol Chapman (Islamorada Marine Superintendent), Capt. Rich
Beliveau (Facilities Director), Capt. Jeff Peacock (Brinton Marine Superintendent) and dive boat Capt. Tom Faralli,
it was an uneventful trip across the Gulf of Mexico from New Orleans. Other than the sharp pain experienced at
every fuel stop, all was great. The vessel passed the Coast Guard inspection with flying colors and was christened
during the Tarpon Tournament by Mary Yoh, wife of Advisory board Chairman Spike Yoh. She joins her twin
sister, the BSA Quail Ridge Explorer as one of the workhorses of the Sea Base Fleet.

2008 Program Attendance Will Set a Record!

This year will be a record for the Florida Sea Base — we will serve (as of 6/15/08) 1,285 crews and 10,725
participants!!! All of our Florida programs are showing an increase in both crews and participants. It
makes for a busy summer, but that’s why we’re here!



Sea Base Receives Accreditation

The annual BSA camp accreditation for the Florida Sea Base was completed on June 12 and we are proud
to announce that we receive another perfect rating. BSA National Commissioner Tico Perez and his team
of volunteers from across the country took a hard look at the Sea Base operation and liked what they
found. We were in comﬁliance with 100% of our mandatory standards and 100% of our quality
standards. This is our 4" time in a row for this with BSA accreditation and we also received an

unqualified 100% compliance with all standards of the American Camp Association (all 187 of them!).
Thanks to a great team that made this happen.

BSA National Commissioner
Tico Perez awards Sea Base
General Manager Paul Beal the
2008 Accredited Camp Banner
after successful completion of
the accreditation visit on June
12.

Outdoor Channel Filming at Sea Base

In conjunction with Boys’ Life Magazine, the Outdoor Channel will air three segments of the Florida Sea
Base, most likely starting in August. There will be an additional three on Philmont Scout Ranch. These
programs will feature the Scuba Adventure program, Out Island Adventure and Keys Adventure program.
Filming is going on right now (mid-June) with a team from the Outdoor Channel and Winnercomm
Productions, two of whom are Eagle Scouts! We’re excited to be able to showcase what we do for
Scouting!

Financial Report

The Sea Base ended May, 2008 with income of $7,275,816 and expenses of $3,122,297 for a surplus of
$4,153,518. Income is slightly ahead of budget and expenses are 9% below budget. While the major
income has all been received and we are entering the season of major expenditures, it is good to be in a
positive position as it relates to the budget. The major area of concern continues to be fuel costs, as we
are now paying over $4.00 per gallon for gasoline and marine diesel and utilities, as these are directly
related to the price of fuel. We will have a good handle on our final position at the end of September, but
it is looking positive.



One Word to Describe 2008 Tarpon Tournament — WOW!

The 2008 Tarpon Tournament was nothing less than amazing! Thanks to Chairman Don Kaatz and all of
the participants for setting a lot of records:

1 Most fish caught — 80

1 Most paid anglers — 28

1 Highest number of tarpon caught by one angler — 10
1 Record auction results - $33,500

1 Record net income — almost $60,000!

Congratulations to grand champion Jeff Yoh, who caught an astounding 7 fish during the Thursday
evening fishing round to outpace the leader from round one on, Dan Ahlberg. Jeff walked away with an
original watercolor painting by well known wildlife artist Lynn Kaatz and everyone left with great
memories. As reigning champion, Jeff will serve as the 2009 event chairman and he’s promised it will be
better than ever.

Again, a huge thank you to everyone who made this the very best tournament ever. We look forward to
next year’s 25" annual event!

2008 Tarpon Tournament
Grand Champion Jeff Yoh
(center) with his dad, Sea
Base Chairman Spike (left)
and brother Mike (right)
basking in Jeff’s victory!

Alumni Corner

The faithful few of the Sea Base Alumni Association mes (Foggy) Dosser, Mary Tag, Liz Riesz, Sharon
Wampler, Dan Gill, Roger Turbin, Jeff Tipsword, Nancy Wells, Rob Kolb) have been working hard to
compile email addresses of past Sea Base staffers so we can contact and encourage them to join the
Alumni Association. The next meeting for the Alumni will be over the weekend of October 10, 11,
12,2008. More information to follow on this at a later date. See our 2008 Summer Staff photo at the end
of this newsletter.



On a Fi nal Not e ...

The Florida Sea Base could never do what we do for so many Scouts and Venturers without the help and
support of people like you. Thank you for helping us to make a difference in the lives of thousands of

young people each year.

The Florida National High Adventure Sea Base
Delivering ocean adventures that make a lifetime difference...




